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1800. 


Ara numeROUs MEETING of the GENTLEMEN of the QUEEN's COUNTY, the 


following ResoLuTIOoNs were unanimouſly agreed to: 


THE HON. W. W. POLE IN THE CHAIR. 


RESOLVED, 


That a Canal Navigation, from the Grand Canal at Monaſterevan, paſſing through or near 


o the towns of Portarlington, Mountmellick, Maryborough, Ballyroan, Ballynakill, Durrow, 


5 
Balliragget, and the city of Kilkenny, to the Collieries of Caſtle-Comber, would be highly ad- 
vantageous to the kingdom in general, and to this county in particular. 


That it appears, from the eſtimates of Meſſrs. Sparks and Killaly, that the faid Canal may 
be completed for a ſum not exceeding 80,0001 


That it would be moſt convenient for the execution of this undertaking, if that ſum was 


divided into 800 ſhares, and ſo many ſhares raiſed by ſubſcription as may be necellary, together 
with the aid of Government, to make and complete this Navigation, 


That a ſubſcription be opened for the ſaid ſhares, and that a committee be appointed to re- 


ceive the ſame, and alſo to prepare a plan and propoſal, to be laid before the ſubſcribers for their 
approbation, previous to its being ſubmitted to _ conſideration of the Directors of Inland 
Navigation, 


B That 


MARYBOROUGH, AUGUST 14th, 1800. 
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That the Hon, W. W. Pole, the Hon. John Veſey, Charles Coote, Eſq. Charles Doyne, 


q. John Rochfort, Lſq. Richard Grace, Eſq. and Henry Parnell, Eſq. be appointed to act as the 


{aid committee. 


That the above reſolutions be printed in the Dublin newſpapers. 


We, the underſigned, purſuant to our appointment as a committee, to prepare a plan for the 


intended Navigation from Monaſterevan to Caſtle-Comber, have agreed upon the following reſo- 
lutions : | 


RESOLVED, 


That it appears to us, that the line ſhould commence at or near the firſt lock on the Grand 
Cana], after it paſſes the river Barrow, and be continued through the town-lands of Clomanny, 
Kyleemullen, Lea, Bracklin, Portarlington, Corrig, Kilbride, Woodbrook, Tinnekill, Clonterry, 
Kilnacaſt, Kilmainham, Ballintaggard, Ine, Knockinagrow, Burris, Maryborough, Ballyroan, 
Rathmoyle, Ballinakill, in the Queen's county ;—Caſtlemarket, Ballyruſcull, Ballinvallagh, Tin- 
nelinton, Sralieugh, Garrangolee, Finnan, Glen of Balliragget, Donoughmore, Clonnakee, 
Fowks'rath, Shangannagh, Swiftreat, Eſker, Kilcollin, Kilmacar, Madeline, Liſnefunchin, New- 
town, Bance, Ballyhinmen, Ballycomie, and Caſtle-Comber, in the county of Kilkenny. 


That the Canal be of the ſame dimenſions as the Grand Trunk Canal in England, viz. 


twenty feet wide, and three feet deep. 


That an Off-branch be made to the town of Mountmellick ; and that other Off-branches be 
alſo made to the towns of Mountrath, Roſcrea, Caſhell, or Kilkenny, if ſufficient ſubſcriptions 
are raiſed by thoſe perſons immediately intereſted in the ſaid lines of Navigation. 


That it will be neceſſary to apply to the Directors of Inland Navigation for aid to carry into 
effe& this undertaking, and alſo for a charter to form the ſubſcribers into a corporation, with 
power to hold aſſemblies, to make bye laws, to ſummon juries for valuing lands, to levy tolls, 
to elect Directors annually, to remove Directors or other officers, and with ſuch other uſual 
powers as the preſent Canal companies poſſeſs; and that it will be likewiſe neceſſary to provide, 
that no perſon be elected a Director unleſs he is poſſeſſed of three ſnares at leaſt, nor act as a 
Director until he takes ſuch oaths as ſhall be required of him; that 20 per cent, per annum ſhall 
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be called for on the ſums ſubſcribed by each perſon; that the ſhares ſhall be transferable at pleu- 


ſure; and, that when the whole Navigation is completed, every ſubſcriber ſhall become entitled ta a 
ſhare of the full profits, anſwerable to the number of ſhares he may be poſſeſſed of. | ( 


That notice be given to the ſubſcribers to meet at Mr. Stoker's, at Ballyroan, on Wedneſday, 


the 15th day of October, at ons o'clock, and that theſe reſolutions be then ſubmitted to their 
conſideration. | 


W. W. POLE, J. ROCHFORT, 
J. VESEY, R. GRACE, 

C. H. COOTE, Hl. PARNELL. 
C. P. DOYNE, | 


Subſcriptions may be entered with any member of the committee; or in Dublin at the 
bank of Sir T. Lighton, Bart. and Co. 
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Eſtimates for propoſed Canal from Monaſterevan to Maryborough and Mountmellick. 


Eight ſmall ditto 
Two Overfalls, two Supply-Tunnels, two | Offtake-Tunnels 
Harbours, Stores, &c. at 3 and Mountmellick 


One hundred and eighty-ſix acres of Land, at * £74 
eighteen Years Purchaſe - . 


* | 

Excavation, &c. from Head of twenty fifth Lock to River Barrow 
— - from River Barrow to the firſt Lock - 
— from thence to ſecond Lock - - 
— from thence to Maryborough Road - 
— from thence to Woodbrook Rivulet - 

from thence to third Lock - - 
— from thence to point of Partition at Kilnacaſt 
— from thence to fourth Lock - - 

from thence to fifth Lock . - 
— from thence to ſixth Lock - - 
— from thence to ſeventh Lock - - 
>=—— — from thence to eight Lock - - 
— —— from thence to ninth Lock - * 
— — from thence to Maryborough - - 

from point of Partition to Treeogue River 
Embankment over Treeogue River - - - 
Excavation thence to beyond Nurſery -« - - 
——— thence to Mountmellick - - . 
Making Trackways - . 
Sinking Foundations for Lacks, Bridges, Ke. . - 
Making Boundary Drains - - . 

MASONRY, 

*Seven ſingle Locks, &c. . a 
Two ditto „ with Bridges on Tails . - 
Nine public Road Bridges - - - 
Ten private or Accommodation Bridges - - 
Aqueduct over River Barrow, &c, - - - 
Aqueduct over Treeogue River - - . 
Five large Tunnels - - - - 


Per, 


Canal, 40 Feet Water Surface, and 5 Feet on Lock Cills. 


LARGE CANAL. 


Line to Maryborough - 
— to Mountmellick - 
— to ſtop at Kilnacaſt - 


Length |Depth of | N 
"2 Sinking, Quality of Soil, Rate Perch] Amount. 

Perches.] &c. b 4 
F. Bo 1 J. d * 8 d. 

15 | 5 — Clap, Gravel, &c. 3 — — 45 —— 
80 [10 — Clay and Gravel 7 10 — 600 — — 
10808 —|Clay, Bog, &c. 5 — — 5400 — — 
380 | 8 —Chy and Gravel 5 10 —| 2000 — — 
320 [12 —| ditto 9 2 — 2912 — — 
100 | 6 ditto and Bog 3 10 — 350 — — 
540 | 7 — Clayand Gravel 4 12 — 2484 — — 
170 5 — Clay and looſe Rock 2 18 — 493 — — 
235 | 4 3 Clay and Gravel 2 4 —| 517 — — 
306 | 4 3 | ditto 2 4 — 673 4 — 
162 | 4 3 | ditto, 2 4 — 356 8 — 
142 | 4 3 | ditto 2 4 —| 312 8 —* 
1184 3 ditto 2 4 — 259 12 — 
340 | 5 —] nw 2 15 —| 935 = — 
45 |4 3 dito 2 4 — EY 
235 | 5 — Clay, Gravel, &c. 212 —| 611 — — 
90 [12 — Clay and Gravel 9g 2 — 819 — — 
4390 | — | — 224 
9000 — — — 2 61 1125 — — 
— 4 — 950 — — 6650 — — 
—1 — — 1150 — — 2300 —ͤ— 
—1 — — 250 — — 2250 — — 
as a — 150 — — 1500 — — 
— — — — — — — 4000 — — 
— — — — — — 500 — — 
— — — 60-2 480 — — 
— — — — — — 160 —— 
— — — — — . 6009 — — 
_ — 31 10 — 5858 — — 
52295 12 — 

Contingencies at 10 per Cent 5230 — — 

# Total +» 57525 12 — 
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| Excavation, &c. from Athy Canal to the ſecond Lock 


EARTH-WORK. 


from thence to third Lock - - - 

from thence to Maryborough Road - > 

from thence to Woodbrook Rivulet - - 

from thence to fourth Lock - - - 

— from thence to point of Partition at Kilnacaſt 
from thence to fifth Lock - - - 

— from thence to ſixth Lock - - . 
from thence to ſeventh Lock - > - 

———-— from thence to eighth Lock - - - 
from thence to ninth Lock - - - 

from thence to tenth Lock - - 5 

— from thence to Maryborough - - 2 

— — from point of Partition to Treeogue River - 
Embankment over Treeogue River - - - - 
Excavation thence to beyond Nurſery - - . - 
— — from thence to Mountmellick - - . 
Making Trackways - - - - - 
Sinking Foundations for Locks, Bridges, &c. &c. = ks 
Making Boundary Drains - . 

MASONRY. 


% Single Locks, Lock-houſes, backing, &c. 


+3 ditto ditto with bridges on tails - 
t9 Public road bridges, backing &c. - - 
10 Private or accommodation bridges, &c. - - 
Aquedu@ over Treeogue river - - - 

5 Large "Tunnels - - - - 
8 Small ditto - - 


2 Overfalls, 2 ſupply Tunnels, 2 off-take Tunnels 
Harbours at Maryborough and Mountmellick, &c. 
140 Acres of Land, for Canal, Lock-Gardens, Harbours &c. at G1. 


Eſtimates for propoſed Canal from Monafterevan to Maryborough and Mountmellick. 


— 


Officers Salaries, incidents &c, at 15 per cent. . - 


Canal to be 20 Feet Water Surface and 3 Feet 6 Inches deep. 3 
Length Depth of | | 
"x Sinking] © Quality of Salt, Fl perPerch] Amount. 

Perches.| &c. 4 

. C. 4 £- © 

8 | 75 — Clay and Gravel 2 10 — 200 — — 
1080 | 6 — Clay, Bog, &c. 2 — —| 2160 — — 
380 | 6 -— Clay and Gravel 2 — 5 760 —— 
320 | 9 — | ditto 4 — 1280 — — 
190 | 4 — | ditto and Bog 1— — 100 —— 
540 | 5 — Clay and Gravel | 10 — $10 — — 
170 | 3 3 Clay and looſe Rock} 1 — — 170 — —- 
235 | 3 3 Clay and Gravel 16 — 188 —— 
306 | 3 3 | ditto I6 —| 244 16 — 
162 | 3 3 ditto 16 — 129 I2 — 
142 | 3 3 | ditto 16 — 113 12 — 
118 | 3 3 | ditto 16 — 94 8 — 
340 | 4 — | ditto I — — 340 — — 

45 3 3 | ditto 16 — 36 — — 
1 . 415 — 142 10 — 

235 | 4 — |Clay and Gravel 1 — — 235 — — 
go | 9 — | ditto 4 — — 360 — — 
4330 | — — 2 6 541 5 — 
. — — 1 — I O00 — — 
9000 — — 2 6 1125 — — 

| 

- - - - | 950 — —| 6650 : — 
® © - ay 1150 — — 3450 — — 
18 2 nd ® ZOO — — 1800 — — 
* © 2 2 100 — — 1000 — — 
- - - - 400 — — 
- . - - Bo — — 400 — — 
* . © * TO — — 400 — — 
- - - - — 120 — — 
4 . 1 ; cal - 800 == ot 
187. per acre and 18 years purchaſe 31 10 — 4410 — — 
| 29460 $ ==; 

2 4939. == 0 


Total - - £.33879 3 — 


he Locks, to be built in the ſame manner, and of the ſame dimenſions, as thoſe on the Grand Canal. 


he private Bridges to be 11 feet wide within the parapets and have no Trackways, 


* T 
+ The Bridges on Public Roads, to be 21 feet wide within the parapets, and to have no Trackways under them. 
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Eſtimatet for propoſed Canal from Maryborough ta Caſtle Comber. 


EX Canal to be 20 Feet Water Surface and 3 Feet 6 Inches deep. 
Len Avera | 
EARTH-WORK. ij Sinking, Quality of Soil Rates PET | Amount, 
Perches. &c. 
* E 6&8 
Excavation &c. from propoſed Harbour at Maryborough to * Locks 30 5 — Clay and Gravel - - þ117 6 56 5 — 
— — from thence to 13th Lock - 289 — ditto = - - | 5 — - 100% — => 
—— to 14th Lock - - . 71 | 6 — ditto - - - | 210 — 177 10 — 
— —— In Townparks 864 —| ditto «+ - - |1 5 — 107 10 — 
— — — Coolakipparoo chien embankment) 6416 6, . 10 3 
— to 15th Lock — - 232 | 3 3 Clay and Gravel - - [1 — — 232 — — 
—: — to 16th Lock + — - 108 | 3 9 Ditto and Bog - - |1 — — 108 —— 
— - —— to 17th Lock - - þ 132 | 5 —|Moorſoil and Gravel «= {1 5 — 165 — — 
to 18th Lock = - - 62 | 5 6 Ditto and ditto - - | 1 10 — 93 — — 
— to Cullinagh Stream - - 100 | 4 — Clay and Gravel, ſome Moor | 1 5 — 125 = — 
— — to near B — - 328 2 6 |Bog, Clay and Gravel - 17 5 — 2378 — — 
— — — — [In lands of Ballyroan, Ballymoneen 

and Clonbrin . 196 | 4 —|Bog, Clay and Gravel - 11 2 220 10 — 
— — Clonbrin and Mounteagle (embankment) “ 1089 6 8 10 918 — — 
Ball eagle to Mountrath Road (Rory ground) 204 | 5 —|Clay and Gravel - | 3 — 612. — — 
In Rahinabrogue + - |, 860] 5 — ditto =» - - | 1 10 120 — — 
ditto - (embankment) - 30 7 6 — 5 15 172 10 — 
ditto . (excavation) 1 3 9 ditto = - - | 1 12 130 — — 
ditto and Rathmoyle (embankment) - 4718 9 — 7 10 352 10 — 
Rathmoyle - (excavation) - 158 | 3 9 [Clay and Gravel — 1 5 — 197 10 — 
ditto (embankment) - 8] 5 — — 4 10 — 36 — — 
C ditto to Harbour Abbeyleix - - | 18{\| 5 —|Clay and Gravel — | 2 10 — 36 — — 
. ditto - (embankment) - 3411 6 Is 7 386 15 — 
£ 5 ditto Roſebrook and Ballymullan - 2304 Clay & Gravel, ſome Sandy Soill 2 5 —| 287 10 — 
Ballymullan (ſide of hill) - 110 | 3 6 |Clay, Gravel and ſome Slate 1 15 — 192 10 — 
Ballymullan, Raliſh and 3 212 | 3 3 |Moorſoil, Clay and Gravel 16 — 169 12 — 
To Ballinakill - - 216 | 3 3 |Clay and Gravel - — [I — — 216 — — 
In Moneyclear . - | 194 [3 6 ditto - - [1 5 — 242 10 — 
Moneyclear and Caſtlemarket (embank.) 3317 — a 5 — —| | 165 — — 
Caſtlemarket - - 114 | 4 — Clay and Gravel 21115 — 199 10 — 
ditto a long Valley of Ironmill's river 11013 3 ditto - - - [1 —— 10 — —- 
ditto (embankment acroſs Valley) 50 [18 | 35 — — 1750 — — 
ditto a long my n - 100 | 3 3 Clay and Grave! - 1 — — 100 — — 
ditto 645 6 ditto =» - - | 2 10 —| 165 — — 
To Boundary, Ballyeuſcal and Ballinvallagh 5903 3 ditto - - [1 — — 590 — — 
Acroſs Valley of Oldcourt W 1719 6 — 7 10 — 127 40 — 
To Kilcormick Ch. Ruins - | 422| 3 3 Clay and Gravel - [1 ——= 422 — — 
Acroſs Valley to Garrangolee (embankment) 1515 6 — 4 — — 60 — — 
In Garrangolee - 140 | 3 6 |Part Sandy Soil . - | 1 10 — 210 — — 
Acroſs Ravine to Finnan (embankment) 719 — ä 6 10 —| 45 10 — 
To Glen of Ballyragget 170 | 3 6 |Clay and Gravel - | 1 — —-| 170 — — 
Hae Glen (embankment) - 516 9 — 6 — — 30 — — 
To Boundary of Conaghee - - 263 | 3 © |Clay, Gravel and Stones | 1 — — 263 — — 
In Conaghee (fide of hill) 55a 96 | 3 6 [Rotten Rock - — 12 — — 192 — — 
ditto to Boundary Fowks's Rath - | 244 | 3 3 Clay and Limeſtone Rock - [1 15 — 327 — — 
| In Fowks's Rath, Shangana, &c. to Douglaſs River - - 756 | 3 3 |Clay and Gravel - - [1 —--— 756 —— 
Embankment &c. acroſs the Douglaſs River - - - 12 [13 6 | 25 — —| 300 — — 
Excavation &c. from the Douglaſs River to Caſtle — - | 1053 | 3 3 Clay and Gravel - [1 — — 1053 — — 
Extra work in excavation &c, of five Harbours - — — — — 300 — — 
Making Trackways =» - - - - — | 7427 | — — o 3 — 1114 1 — 


Total of Earth-Work 33 L. 16773 13 


ESTIMATE CONTINUED. 


© #0 
Amount of Eſtimate for Earth-work, - a * - - 16773 13 — 
Rate. Amount 
MASONRY, 1 
1 3 
5 Single Locks, with gates, machinery, backing, &c. * . - 1100 — —| 5500 — — 
2 Ditto ditto with bridges over tails of each - - - 1250 — —| 2500 — —| 
1 Double Lock - 2 > 8 0 6 = 1800 — —| 
1 Turnpike road bridge - 32 feet between parapets 8 450 — — 
11 Public road bridges 21 feet between = Fey 8 ry 200 — — 2200 ——d 
9 Private road, or accommodation bridges 11 feet between parapets — 130 — — 1170 — — 
5 Tunnels - - . - - g : . - 70 — — 350 — — 
9 7 Ditto — - - — 35 — — 245 — — 
Supply tunnel, regulabor ind ceſs. pool at Callicagh - - - - . — 150 — — 
Supply tunnel at Caſtlecomber, poo! - . . 0 i 3 SS era 
Regulator near Jenkinſtown - . . 5 3 8 
PFeeders for taking in ſmaller Areamy - - - - - . — LOO mw wn 
Aqueduct over the Clonbeg or Iron-mill's river - - - - - — 750 — — 
Ditto over Douglaſs river . 500 — — 
uay walls for 4 harbours viz. Ballyroan, Ballinakil Abbeyleix and Ballyragge - 100 400 — — 
Ditto for harbour at Caſtlecomber 4 > nd 
16515 — — 
Purchaſe of land, houſes, &c. &c. - - - - - - - — 5 p 5000 — — 
For ſuperintendance, incidental expences, &c. &c, 15 per cent. - - - - - _ *. 1 $949 7 ——- 
Total 44032 — — 


ö MITCHELL J. SPARKS, Engineer. 
Dublin, 11th Augu/?, 1800, 
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Dublin, June 10th 1800. 
SIR, | 


ACCORDING to your deſire I have laid out lines of canal of different dimenſions from Mo- 
naſterevan to Maryborough and Mountmellick, a map, ſection and eſtimates of which I have 
the honour to lay before you. 


From a cloſe examination of the country between Monaſterevan and Kilnacaſt, I could not 
perceive room for any material deviation from Mr, Chapman's line, I therefore depend on him 
at that place, and by carrying on the level of three locks to the propoſed Barrow aquedu@, am 
enabled, with but little difficulty, to enter the town of Mountmellick cloſe to the bridge. 


In purſuing the line to Maryborough I return to the rock of Kilnacaſt, and from thence 
to within thirty perches of the town meet no obſtruction worth mentioning, further than what 
its high ſituation prepares me for, namely, the riſing of fix more locks, making in the whole 
nine from Monaſterevan. 


I tried two lines to Maryborough from the two mile bridge, one to the right the other to 
the left of the ridge, the laſt is the moſt adviſeable. To the right you muſt either keep in the 
bottoms, where you can have no tap, and are ſubject to great annoyance from floods, or elſe on 
the ſide of the ridge, which, being compoſed of open gravel, will not hold water; beſides, by 
keeping this fide, you are obliged to take in the Maryborough river as a ſupply, and have to 
purchaſe two mills. By going to the left of the ridge you ſhorten the diſtance, have a choice 
of cutting, and get abundantly ſupplied, free of expenſe, by a ſmall river that comes from 
Rathleague, and flows into the Treeogue at the two mile bridge. There appears to me very 
ſtrong inducements for the proſecution of this Canal. The country it paſſes through is extremely 
fertile, and the materials neceſlary for the work very convenient and abundant. 


With reſpect to an extenſion of the line from Maryborough towards Kilkenny, I have tried 
the country for ſome miles in different directions, and find the ſummit that (in my mind) 
ſhould be adopted is at Ballyruane, four miles from Maryborough and one from Ballyroan ; 
to aſcend this will require nineteen locks from Monaſterevan of nine feet fall each.— There is a 
lower paſs on the Limerick road about one mile and a halt from Maryborough, that would 


require 
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require two locks leſs, but it would be very diflicult to bring water to it.— The level of Bally. 
ruane may be carried a conſiderable diſtance towards Kilkenny by ſkirting along the hills, and 


can in its courſe get amply ſupplied with water. 
mw 


It is probable that on a more minute examination of the country, conſiderable improvements 
may be made in the propoſed line of canal to Maryborough ; I preſume, however, this is ſuf. 
ficientiy correct to ground a general eſtimate on. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


— 


With great reſpect, 


Your very obedient ſervant, 
oF / . Y 


JOHN KILLALY. 


4 


To Henry Parnell, Eſq. 
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Repart on the Colliery Canal, from Maryborough to Caſtle-Comber, 


By MITCHELL J. SPARKS, Engineer. 


SIR, 

IN obedience to your inſtructions I proceeded to Maryborough, examined and took 

levels of the country, from thence to the town of Caſtle-Comber, on which I beg leave to 
report as follows ;— 


Taking up the level at the point, which was ſhewn' me as that at which Mr. Killally's line 
terminated, I proceeded through the town, and townparks of Maryborough, to the ſouthward 
of Meelickmill, through favourable grounds, with a gradual aſſent, ſo as to require ſeven ſingle 
and one double locks to Lawler's- mill, where the ſummit level commences: 


Above the lock through the lands of Ballycarney, to the ſtream from tlie manufactory 


at Cullinagh, the line is remarkably favourable, from thence through Ballyruan, to near 


the town of Ballyroan we are obſiged to go through the only part of the line that can be 
called deep ſinking, but as the whole of it is through a firm bog, which does not require 
any preparative drainage, it will be done for a comparatively ſmall expenſe, from thence we 
have near two hundred perches of very favourable line through the lands of Ballyroan, 
Ballymoneen, and Clonbrin, after which, there is an embankment, but not high, acroſs the 
ſtream from Ballyroan of about one hundred perches in length ; the remainder of the line, 
(except the croſſing of three ſmall ravines, which altogether do fot exceed one hundred per- 
ches in length and are none of them deep) for upwards of five miles, through Ballyeagle, 
Rahinabrogue, Rathmoyle, Roſebrook, Bally mullan, Raliſh, Raggitſtown, Drimaterril, paſſing 
within leſs than a quarter of a mile of the town of Ballinakill, through Moneyclear to the 
boundary of the Queen's County and county of Kilkenny, is more eaſy of execution than any 
line of canal I know of in Ireland for the ſame diſtance—here there will be a ſhort embankment 


but of no importance, and we have then a choice of level in the lands of Caſtlemarket to the 
| edge 
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edge of the Aonbeg, or Iron-Mills river; but as the place where we meet the river,- would 
require an high embankment, it becomes neceſſary to turn up the edge of the valley about 
one hundred perches to a point where we meet with 2 favourable place of croſſing it by 
an aqueduct about twenty feet higher than the bed of the river this is the loweſt level at 
which 1 would think it adviſeable to croſs ſuch a river, as a lower line could not admit of 


ſufficient archway for the paſſage of the great and ſudden floods to which it is in winter 
{ubject. 


Returning again by the valley of the river, we meet with a glen, which offers vs a favour- 
able line through the lands of Caſtlemarket, Ballyeufcul, over a ſmall ravine near theqguins 
of Old-court, to Ballinvallagh, acroſs another ſmall ravine near Kilcormick Church Ruins, 
through Garrangolee, and Finnan, within leſs than half a mile to the eaſtward of the town of 
Ballyragget, through the lands of Donoughmore, to the boundary of Connahee, hitherto 
we have met with very favourable ſoil, except a ſmall part of Rathmoyle and Roſebrock, 
which being ſand will require pudling, but at Connahee we muſt cut through rock for ſome 
diſtance. However as our line is by the fide of an inclined plane we have it in option to 
chooſe the depth of finking, which need not in any place exceed three feet, therefore the 
expence of this part of the line will be trithng indeed conſidering the nature of the foil, 
and beſide as it is chiefly Limeſtone, the quantity excavated will turn to ſome account, and 
in great meaſure pay the company the extra expenſe of cutting through it inſtead of clay-ſoil— 
from this point through the lands of Fowkeſrath, Shangana, Swiftſcal, and Gragara, leaving 
the Houſe of Jenkinſlown about half a mile to the right, we turn up the valley of the 


Dynan river, through the lands of Eſker, Kilcollin, and Kilmacar, here the river Douglas 


obliges us to wind ſome diſtance to the left, in order to meet an advantageous place for croſ- 
ſing the valley it runs in, after which, returning a ſhort way down the ſame valley, we pro- 
ceed with a choice of level and excellent canal ſoil through the lands of Madeline, Liſne- 
funchin, Newtown, Bance, Ballycomie, and Ballyhimmen to the town of Caſtle-Comber, 


. where it takes in the Deean river. 


This level is nearly twenty-ſix Engliſh miles in extent, without either deep ſinking, high em- 
bankment, wet bog, hard rock or any other obſtacle to render it either expenſive, tedious, or 
difficult of execution. Ihe croſſing of the Iron-mills and Douglas rivers, are the only works 
of conſequence in the whole way, and at theſe two points we may chooſe the height at which to 
croſs them, and conſequently the aqueducts may be made at a ſmall expenſe. It ſhould alſo be 
conſidered that both thoſe ſtreams, with many others in the ſeveral ſmall ravines the line croſſes, 


ofler 


* was 


' offer very great ſupplies of water, ſhould the trade of the canal require them all to be taken in, 
which may be done for a very trifling ſum, the falls in each of them being very rapid. The only 
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quarry we are obliged to cut through I have already ſhewn to be ſo ſituated that we can chooſe 
our level through it ſo that it is far from being an obſtacle of conſequence, on the contrary may 


: rather be an advantage by affording a conſiderable article for future traffic; upon the whole I can- 
not heſitate to pronounce it the moſt favourable line for the diſtance I ever met with; and I can 


pledge myſelf that the works may be done for the eſtimate, within a ſpace of five years, provid- 


ved they are conducted with judgment, a proper regard paid to ceconomy, and that other obſtacles 


are not unneceſſarily thrown in the way of the engineers entruſted with the execution by unneceſſary ob- 
facles muſt be underſtood, a ſcarcity of money at the PRO ER SEASON for puſhing on the works, or 
any undue interference of inexperienced, though perhaps well meaning, individuals in the exe- 
cution, cauſes which J have often known to render works of this nature tedious and expenſive, 


buy which the eſtimates both of time and money have been exceeded, and the blame ultimately 
thrown on the framer of the eſtimates, when perhaps the only perſons really to blame are 


thoſe who are foremoſt in heaping unjuſt and unearned odium on the engineer : This, I hope, 
will not be the caſe with the Colliery canal, which I am happy to ſee taken up by gentlemen of libe- 
ral minds, who ] truſt will profit by the dear bought experience of others. 


The utility of Inland Navigation in general, and the benefits that reſult to any diſtrict through 
which they run, are now ſo univerſally known and acknowledged, that it is unneceſſary for me 
to ſay any thing on that ſubje&, while the particular advantages to be derived by the neighbour- 
hood, from the canal we have now under conſideration, muſt neceſſarily be ſo much better known 
to the gentlemen reſiding in the country, and who are conſequently better acquainted with local _ 
circumſtances than I can poſlibly be, renders it unneceſſary, nay would give it rather the ap- 
pearance of impertinence were I to attempt, enumerating them. I ſhall, therefore, only ſtate, 
that I know of no canal whatever that bids more fair for being of general utility to the nation 
than this, as it may be extended ſo as to open navigable communications between the metro- - 
polis and the ſouthern counties, and thereby bring the great market of the nation in a manner 
to every man's door, and alſo by conveying fuel (that grand and indiſpenſible article for the 
comfort of man, as well as for carrying on of manufactures) at a cheap rate to thoſe parts of the 
country where the poor inhabitants are now in the utmoſt diſtreſs for want of it. But one mat- 
ter is more particularly my province to point out, and which the committee ſeem to be already 
perfectly acquainted with, that is the great advantage of adopting a ſmall Canal (/uch as the 
Grand Trunk Canal in England, which they have choſen as their model) inſtead of the large 
canals which have hitherto been uſed in Ireland. It muſt not be underſtood that I think 
thoſe companies acted wrong who have hitherto conſtrued their canals on the larger ſcale, be- 
cauſe that in a-canal _— at the metropolis and where the paſſage- boat trade is a matter of 

D . importance, 
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importance, both as a ſource of revenue to the proprietors and great convenience to the public, 
it may perhaps be adviſeable to make it ſo; but where commerce alone is the object in view, a 
canal of twenty-feet water ſurface, and three feet depth of navigable water, which will admit 
boats, each carrying, if properly conſtructed, from twenty to twenty-five tons burthen, is fully 
ſufficient for every beneficial purpoſe: Two of thoſe boats may with eaſe be drawn by one 


horſe and navigated by three men, which 1s as much as one horſe and the fame number of men 
in 2 general average bring on the larger canals, 


I am aware that it may be aſked by ſome © if the trade on the canal will be fo great as you 
* ſeem to expect, will not large boats be neceſlary to carry on that trade,” To this I anſwer, 
that the canal is capable to admit the paſſage of as many boats as will fit in it from one end to 
another, and as the trade increaſes ſo may the number of boats be increaſed alſo, conſequently 
the canal and boats are fully competent to any quantity of trade which can poſſibly be expected 


by ihe moſt ſanguine friend to the undertaking—the ſucceſs which has attended the grand 
trunk canal in England is a ſufficient illuſtration of the truth of the above aſlertions, 


By adopting a ſmall canal inſtead of a large one, the expence is reduced above one third, 
and. conſequently the proprietors can afford to take a ſmaller toll on the goods conveyed by it; 
for if a large canal were made from Monaſterevan to the collieries, ſuppoſing it to coſt only 
. 130, ooo, and I believe it would come to more money, inſtead of the ſmaller one, which 
can be made for . do, ooo, in the latter caſe the company will be paid a better intereſt for the 
money they expend in the execution, by a toll of one penny per ton per mile than in the former 
by a toll of three half-pence, which on a diſtance of thirty. four miles makes a ſaving to the 
public of one ſhilling and ſive-pence on every ton weight of coals, or other articles conveyed by 
the canal. Ihis conſideration, together with the ſaving of ſeveral acres of valuable land, 
which a large canal would require; will ſuſſiciently ſhew the great advantage to be derived from 


adopting the {maller—and the gentlemen of the Queen's County will have the merit of firſt in- 
troducing the uſe of this great improvement into Ireland. 


Before I cloſe this report it is neceſſary to ſtate the reaſon “ why the communication has 
* Nan made in a direct line from Athy to the Collieries,” which is, that it appears by the 
llighteſt inſpection of the country that the ridge of mountains between Caſtle Comber and Cooper- 
Hill is ſo very high as to preclude any poſſibility of carrying any ſuch ſcheme into execution 


nor is there any practicable line by which ſuch communication can poſſibly be obtained fave 
by the very line of country to which this report refers. | 


I beg 
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I beg leave to add that in laying out the canal for execution, ſeveral improvements may be 
made and deviations from the exa line I took, may be adopted with advantage—as it is ut- 
terly impoſſible for any engineer to make out the beſt line on LO taking the levels, 


2 1 have the honor to be | | : 4 


With the greateſt reſpect, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient 


And very bumble ſervant, 


Dublin, MITCHELL J. SPARKS, Engineer. 
Auguſt, 28th 1800, 1 


To Henry Parnell, Eſq, 
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_ EXTRACTS FROM AN ACT, 
Sc. Se. 


10. AND be it enacted, than no aid out of any public money ſhall be given for making 
any new Canal or works, or altering or completing any Canal already begun, or any 
works relating thereto, or for improving the port or harbour of Dublin, unleſs the 
ſcheme thereof ſhall have been laid before the ſaid Directors, and approved of by them, 
nor unleſs the ſame ſhall have been approved of by the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief 
Governor or Governors of Ireland, and by three of the Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's 
treaſury; and no memorial, propoſal, or offer for making any new Canal or works, or 
for altering or completing any Canal or works already begun, ſhall be laid before the 
Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, or the Lords Commiſſi- 
oners of his Majeſty's treaſury, by the ſaid Directors, unleſs the perſon or perſons who 
ſhall make any ſuch application, ſhall have obſerved and complied with all the regula- 
tions and conditions in this act preſcribed to be done in ſuch caſe. 


11. And be it enacted, that when any propoſal for making or improving a navigable 


canal, or making or improving the navigation of a river, or for altering the line of 


any Canal ſpecified in any act of Parliament, ſhall be preſented to the ſaid Directors, a 


deſcription of the line of ſuch intended Canal or navigation, and the land through which 


the ſame is intended to be carried, ſhall be laid before the ſaid Directors therewith ; 
and that one month at the leaſt previous to the preſenting of ſuch propoſal, notice 


ſhall be given by advertiſement in the Dublin Gazette, and two or more other newſ- 


papers publiſhed in the city of Dublin, and in ſome country newſpaper, if any ſuch 
newſpaper ſhall be publiſhed in any county or town through which ſuch line is pro- 


| poſed to be carried, or in the next adjoining county where any newſpaper is publiſhed, if 


no newſpaper be publiſhed in the county through which it is to paſs, then by advertiſe- 
ment to be poſted on the door of the court or ſeſſion-houſe of the county through 
which ſuch Canal is intended to paſs, ſpecifying the baronies through, to, and near 


which 
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which reſpectively ſuch Canal is intended to be carried; and that a ſchedule be pre- 
ſented with ſuch propoſal, ſtating the tolls and duties intended to be taken on ſuch 
Canal or navigation, and before any ſuch propoſal ſhall be preſented, ſuch notice as 
aforeſaid ſhall be given to the treaſurer of every county through which ſuch navigation 
is intended to paſs, one month before the ſame ſhall be preſented to faid Directors. 


12. And be it enadted, that when any ſuch propoſal ſhall be preſented, an eſti- 
mate ſhall be annexed thereto of the expence of ſuch undertaking, ſigned by the per- 
ſon or perſons making the ſame, ſpecifying whether any and what aqueducts, locks, or 
bridges are to be made, with their ſeparate expence, and an account of the money ſub- 
ſcribed for carrying the ſaid work into execution, and the names of the ſubſcribers, 
with the ſums ſeverally ſubſcribed by them; or if the expence of ſuch work is not 
intended to be detrayed by ſubſcription, then an account of the manner in which the 
expence of the ſame is propoſed to be ſupplied, -and a copy of every propoſal, and of 
the ſeveral matters aforeſaid required to be preſented with or annexed to the ſame, be 
at the ſame time tranſmitted or preſented to the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Gover- 
nor or Governors of Ireland for the time being, and to the faid Lords Commiſhoners 


of his Majeſty's treaſury. 


'13. And be it enated, that where the making or improving of any navigable Canal, 
or the making or improving of the navigation of any river, ſhall be undertaken by 
ſubſcribers, who ſhall agree to defray the whole or part of the expence of ſuch works, 
all depoſites and payments of inſtalments made by them reſpectively ſhall be forfeited, in 
caſe default ſhall be made in the payment of the whole of the ſums by them reſpectively 
ſubſcribed to be paid, if the ſame ſhall be demanded. 


— 


14. And be it enacted, that when any perſons propoſing to make any of the works 
aforeſaid, ſhall be deſirous of obtaining a charter, to enable them more effectually to carry 
on or perfect the ſame, all the particulars deſired to be granted in ſuch charter, ſhall 
be ſtated to the ſaid directors, in order that they may report upon the ſame to the 
Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, and to the ſaid 
Lords Commiſſioners of the treaſury. 


15. And be it enacted, that the members of any corporation ſo created by charter, 
or any ſeven or more of them, ſhall have power to make bye laws, provided the ſame 
are not contrary to the laws of the land, and provided the ſame ſhall be approved of 
by the Lord Chancellor, or any two of the chief judges of Ireland. | 


16. And 
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16. And be it enacted, that whenever the undertakers of any of ſuch works ſhall be 


conſtituted and created a body corporate for carrying on any navigation, they ſhall be 


inveſted with all ſuch powers, privileges, advantages, and authorities for carrying on 
the ſame, and off-branches therefrom, as were before veſted in the corporation for pro— 


moting and carrying on inland navigation, and as now veſted in any company for mak- 
ing any Canal in this kingdom, and for enabling them to purchaſe and ſummon juries 


for valuing lands, houſes, tenements, and hereditaments, except orchards, the produce 
whereof is not intended for public ſale, yards, gardens, lawns, walled deer-parks, and 
planted avenues, as may be neceflary for completing ſuch navigations, and making 
wharfs, quays, ſtore-houles, market-houſes, locks, baſons, docks, and other conveniencies, 
as to them ſhall ſeem neceſſary, and may be enabled to hold ſuch lands, tenements, and 
hereditaments as they ſo purchaſe; and every ſuch corporation ſhall be inveſted with 
like powers to take, turn, and draw into ſuch navigation, and off-branches, waters of 
all rivers, rivulets, lakes, and brooks, neceſſary for carrying on the aforeſaid works, 
and ſupplying them with water, firſt making compenſation as by the ſaid acts is re- 
quired to owners and proprietors of mills, or bleach-greens, damaged by ſuch works, 
or by carrying off ſuch waters, and to all other perſons injured in their property 
thereby ; provided that all valuation of lands and houſes and other property be made 
according to the real value of ſuch lands and houſes, and other property, bore on the 
day on which notice ſhall have been given in the Dublin Gazette, of the intention of 
making and carrying on ſuch Canal; provided that nothing herein contained ſhall pre. 
vent any ſuch corporation from purchaſing any garden, orchard, yard, lawn, walled 
deer-park, or planted avenue, or any part thereof, by agreement with the proprietors 
thereof, provided that if ſuch Canals ſhall not be carried into execution within ſuch time 
as ſhall be limited by the ſaid Directors, there ſhall in ſuch caſe be a new valuation at 
the requeſt of ſuch owners and proprietors as aforeſaid. 


17. And be it enacted, that every ſuch corporation ſhall be capable in law to purchaſe 
any lands and houſes, belides thoſe to be uſed for ſaid navigations, to the annual 
amount of five hundred pounds and no more, and to grant and demiſe the ſme. 

18. And be it enacted, that in conſideration of the expence and trouble which any 
corporation or company which ſhall be erected, ſhall be put to in making and maintaining 
any navigation, and the oft-branches thereof, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for ſuch 
corporation or company, and their ſucceſſors from time to time, and at all times hereafter, 
to aſk, demand, receive, and ſue for to the uſe of ſuch company and their ſucceſſors, 


the ſeveral rates and duties herein after mentioned, that is to ſay, for every boat or veſſel 


navigating the ſaid navigation, and off. branches, or any part thereof, either upwards or 
| downwards, 
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downwards, in which any goods, merchandizes, or commodities, or other matter whatſo- 

ever ſhail be carried, and ſuch rates and duties as by any charter to be granted as 
aforeſaid, ſuch company ſhall be authorized to ordain and appoint, not exceeding the 
ſum of two-pence for every mile, for and upon every ton of the burthen or tonnage of 
ſuch boat or other veſſel, or for every ton weight of ſuch goods, merchandizes, or com- 
modities whatſoever, which ſhall be carried upwards or downwards upon any ſuch navi- 
gation, at the diſcretion of ſuch company ; provided always, that no higher toll than one- 
penny per mile be charged upon each ton weight of corn, meal, malt, flour, potatoes, 
lime, ſand, fuel, or manure, nor more than three-pence per mile for each paſſenger. 


19. And be it enacted, that all ſuch companies, their agents, and ſervants, be and are 
hereby inveſted with all and every of the ſame powers and authorities for raiſing and 
carrying away gravel, ſtones, earth, and other materials for the works of any navigation 
and off-branches, as are veſted in Overſeers of public roads, by ſeveral acts of Parliament 


in that caſe made and provided, ſubject to the ſame regulations and. reſtrictions to 
which Overſeers are by ſuch acts made ſubject, 


20. And be it enacted, that it ſhall be lawful for any ſuch company to take up, and 
borrow upon the credit of their works and their eſtate therein, any ſum not exceeding 
the amount of ſubſcriptions then actually expended on their reſpective works, at any rate 


of intereſt not exceeding legal intereſt, which ſums ſo borrowed ſhall be a lien on their 
reſpective eſtates, | 


21. And be it enacted, that at the end of every year, the ſaid Directors ſhall make an 
account of all the works that have been performed in ſuch year, the expences thereof, 
the money paid for the ſame, together with a ſtatement of the works purpoſed to be ex- 
ecuted in the enſuing year, diſtinguiſhing ſuch as have been approved of and recommended 
to the Lord Lieutenant, by the ſaid Directors, and an eſtimate of the expences thereof, 
and that the ſame be laid before the Lord Lieutenant or other chief governor or gover- 
nors of Ireland, and the Lords Commiſſioners of the treaſury, both for the time being. 


22. And be it enacted, that the ſaid Directors ſhall have power to contract with all 
bodies corporate or otherwiſe, and with all individuals, for the joint execution of any 
work, for the purchaſe or rent of lands or tenements, neceſſary for the carrying on of 
any navigation, and for the purchaſe of tolls now levied or intended to be levied on any 
canal made or to be made in Ireland, or any part thereof ; and that all ſuch bodies cor- 


porate ſhall be empowered to fell their lands and tenements, or tolls, or any part thereof 
to the ſaid Directors. 


F 1-8 3: 


At a meeting of the CommiTTzr, at MarvyBoROUGH, on Monday, the 15th of Serra 
the following RESOLUTIoNS were agreed to 


FIRST, 


+ THAT the following propoſal, for making the projected Canal from Monaſterevan to Caſtle. 


Comber, be laid before the ſubſcribers to the ſame, on the 15th of October; and preſented to 
the Directors of Inland Navigation, with ſuch amendments and alterations as they ſhall think 
proper to adviſe, &c. &c. | 


Ihe propoſal contains a deſcription of the line and land through which the Canal is to be car. 


ried—eſtimates of the expence—an account of the money ſubſcribed—and the names of the ſub. 
ſcribers. That the ſubſcribers are willing to complete the ſaid Canal on the following conditions: 


Firſt—That it ſhall be twenty feet wide at the water ſurface, fourteen feet at the bottom, and 
three feet deep over Lock Cills ; and the locks of ſuch dimenſions that boats ſixty-five feet long 
and ſix feet wide may navigate it. 


Second That the tolls to be taken, ſhall not exceed upon each ton weight of corn, meal, malt, 
flour, potatoes, lime, ſand, fluel, or manure, one penny per mile. 


For each paſſenger, one penny halfpenny per mile. 
And upon each ton of other goods, &c. two pence per mile. ty 
Third That the entire computed expence being J. 80,000, The work ſhall be completed in 


five years, provided two thirds of that ſud, or L. 53,332 is given by the Directors to the ſub- 
ſcribers. | | 
Fourth—That a charter ſhall be granted to them, granting the following particulars : 
Subſcribers to be formed into a body corporate To make bye laws—Summon juries for 
valuing land, &c.— lo take into the navigation all rivers, &c. neceſſary for the works To re- 
ceive the above tolls To raiſe and carry gravel in the ſame manner as overſeers of roads—To be 
enabled to borrow money on the credit of their works, 


The joint ſtock of the company to be L. 27,000 together with ſuch future ſums as ſhall be ſub- 
ſcribed. —To be divided into ſhares at J. 100 each.—Said ſhares to be transferable and deemed 
perſonal eſtate. | 

The proprietors of ſaid ſtock to be entitled to the tolls, duties, and profits in proportion to 
their reſpective ſhares ; ſubject to ſuch charges as the company ſhall think fit to make for com- 
pleting and preſerving the works. 


The names and proper additions of the proprietors, and the number of ſhares they are ones 
to hold, to be entered in a book for that purpoſe. 


Secretary 


= ere e eme in books all the acts, proceedings, and tranſactions of che company to 
| Every proprietor ſhall have recourſe ; or demand and have copies thereof, 


- proprietor to be enabled to bequeath, ſell, or aſſign his ſhares—Such transfers to be 
entered by the fecretary. 


S * > very proprictor to have one vote for each ſhare not exceeding twenty. The majority of 
46d 5 Wes to determine all queſtions. Votes to be given by proxy. Oaths to be taken by proprietors 
ud proxles if required. 

To be fiftcen Directors elected by ballot at the firſt general aſſembly : any ſeven, or more of 
them, to make bye laws; any five, or more of them, to be a Court of Directors, to have all the 


powers and privileges granted to the company veſted in them. No perſon to be a Director unleſs 
he poſſeſſes three ſhares. - 


Directors to call a general meeting once in every ſix months, to repert to the company the 
fare of the works and declare the dividend. 


Directors to make ſuch calls for the payment of ſubſcriptions as they ſhall think neceſſary— 
provided ſuch calls ſhall not exceed £.20 per centum on the ſeveral original ſubcriptions in one 
year. In caſe any of the proprietors ſhall negle& or refuſe to pay the ſum fo called for within 
ſixty days after the time appointed. They to forfeit their ſhares, and all money advanced, 


SECONDLY, 


That a a ſum having been expended for the purpoſe of procuring eſtimates, maps, 
&c. relative to this Canal, it is adviſeable to open a ſubſcription to raiſe a fund to repay the 
ſame, and to defray farther nececſſary expences ;—and that the money ſo ſubſcribed, ſhall be 
allowed to the ſubſcribers in part of payment of their original ſubſcriptions, 
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NOTE. 


The Summit Level id from Lawler Mill to the toun of Castle - 


Comer. a dietance of more than 20 lrich,or nearly 20 Engtirh Miles. and : 
W longer. by xome Miles, than any one Level of any Canal yet executed 


ur Ireland. the Supplics of Water for this Canal are abundantly Tufft cient, 
even in the dryert rauon forany Trade. however great at may be 
carried on it. f 

Ihe ertimates for the whole Canal from Monastereven to Cartle -Comer 


unduding an off Branch to Mountmalick do not quite amount to tte 
Sum of £. $0.000. 
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